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Japan Senior Citizens’ Council

statement

Putin’s administration should stop invading Ukraine immediately

Kishida administration severely protests the threat of nuclear weapons
Elderly people all over Japan, let’s participate in the anti-war movement.

On February 24, at the order of President Putin, Russian troops began invading
Ukraine. Intimidation by nuclear weapons and attacks on nuclear power plants are
also being carried out. This crime against humanity cannot be rationalized at all.
We, the elderly, are full of outrage as the only ones who have experienced the
tragedy of the war and who have built up the present life of Japan from the burnt
fields immediately after the war. We protest severely. The Putin administration
should immediately stop the attack and withdraw Russian troops from Ukraine.

Putin’ s invasion of Ukraine clearly violates the UN Charter, which prohibits the
threat and use of force. It is an unforgivable act that directly challenges the
modern international order based on the illegalization of war.

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons has already been signhed by 86
countries and ratified by 59 countries. The Putin administration is threatening
the world with nuclear weapons, alluding to the preemptive use of nuclear weapons.
The overwhelming public opinion of the world that considers nuclear weapons illegal
will not allow the Putin administration

Attacking a nuclear power plant is an incredibly dangerous act that can endanger
even the survival of humankind.

The Putin administration’s killing of Ukrainian civilians and the destruction of
civilian facilities such as housing are criminal acts that clearly violate
international humanitarian law prohibiting attacks on non—military targets. The
Putin administration’s aggression is directly hostile to international human
rights laws that require countries to protect human dignity, such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Human Rights Covenant. Above all, we, the
elderly, who value children and grandchildren, cannot allow the act of trampling
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, whose first principle is the right to
be born and raised in good health.

Some have taken advantage of this world s misery to insist on an attack on Article
9 of the Constitution, a strengthening of the US—Japan military alliance, and
joint possession of nuclear weapons. We absolutely oppose this. The situation in
Ukraine shows that military alliances and forces are sources of war and never
sources of peace.

As the only country in the world that has been bombed with nuclear weapons in the
past, the Kishida administration must demand an immediate ceasefire from the Putin



administration and sternly protest that the use and intimidation of nuclear weapons
is absolutely unacceptable. It is also the time to join the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which bans nuclear weapons as an absolute evil,

and to show a firm stance.

Actions against the war of aggression take place daily throughout Japan. Many
older people are at the forefront of these behaviors.

We believe that the greatest force to stop this war of aggression is the siege of
the Putin administration by the voices of anti-war that erupt around the world.
We are deeply in solidarity with the people of the world who seek peace, such as
Ukrainian citizens who protest the Russian army without fear of danger and Russians
who protest the war without fear of oppression.

We absolutely oppose the war of aggression.

We call on all the elderly in Japan. Join hands with young people and take part
in actions against the war.

Let’ s continue to act together until the Putin administration’s invasion is over.
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